Ms.Sastry







2007-2008 

Rm 46; 







http://apbio.savithasastry.com

sastrybio@sbcglobal.net





Leigh High School

AP Biology Course Information – for AP Night

Welcome! AP Biology is a first year college level course taught in high school in accordance with recommendations from the AP College Board.  The course is designed to provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, analytical and laboratory skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing science of biology.  This is a fast-paced, intense course that will require students to put in substantial study time in comparison to an honors level course.  A significant amount of independent study will be required of AP Biology students.  All students are expected to take the AP exam at the end of the school year. My most successful students are those who make a daily commitment to their studies.

Why take AP Biology at Leigh?

Apart from getting to skip Introductory Biology in college/get college credit (pl. note –type of college credit varies with Univ.), this is a Science course that is taken by most ‘AP’ level students in Universities. However, as AP Biology is a highly rigorous course demanding many hours of work, an interest in the subject is of paramount importance. AP Biology graduates gain deeper insights and understanding of the natural world around them as the program is highly ‘application’ centered.  There are many ‘cool’ labs we do in this course including transformation of bacteria by inserting a firefly gene to make bacteria glow, crime scene DNA Fingerprinting investigation, studying genetics and courtship behavior in a sting-less wasp species and many more. We also make field trips to attend research seminars (this year, the class attended Dr. Jane Goodall’s lecture on her pioneering chimpanzee behavior research in Africa).  After the AP exams, we will be visiting biotech labs in companies like Genentech.  

Resources Available for a Student in AP Biology:

1. Textbook – Campbell and Reece, 6e/7e with online support (can be accessed through class website).  Many UCs and reputed colleges use this textbook.

2. Class website: http://apbio.savithasastry.com; login: amoeba; password: biorulez
· Class powerpoints/lectures 

· All class handouts (lecture outlines, unit objectives, labs, activities, etc.)

· Links to online animations and study aids for each unit

· Daily Homework

· AP College Board tests from previous years

· Field trip opportunities (Ex: Jane Goodall lecture), Science News
· International Collaborative Project opportunities

Please visit the class site and take a tour.  We started with Ecology – Unit 8 and are now moving on to Unit 4 - Evolution.

3.  Class Community: Students email me frequently (600 emails since start of school!) and typically hear back from me the same evening.  I am at school every day during tutorial in Room 46/45.  And if they make an appointment, I can meet them during lunch/after school.  Grades are posted on Aeries!  AP Biology class has met for exam reviews at school/Starbucks/local pizzeria….Students work closely with one another on labs and have a sense of a ‘class community’.  For the academic year 2008-09, students currently enrolled in AP Biology may be available to be tutors.
Basic Expectations for AP Biology Students:
· All lab reports, article reviews, unit objectives, and writing assignments must be typed.  When instructed, students will use  web based ‘turnitin’ service to submit their work to check for originality.
· Laboratory work – designing experiments, at times performing data collection in the field, writing detailed lab reports 
· Online research – students will need access to email, internet, and a printer
· Reading assignments from scientific literature (Ex. Discover, Scientific American) that require students to analyze and write critical reviews
· Projects/research papers on specific topics will be assigned periodically

· Tests and quizzes will be given on concepts presented in class 
· Note taking during lectures and discussions is strongly recommended to succeed in this class

· Students will be required to keep ALL material from this class until the end of the year in a portfolio.  Unit Portfolios – with chapter objectives, projects/papers, practice essays, presentations, etc. will be collected and graded at the end of each semester.
· Students who are most successful in AP Biology check HW daily on the website, don’t procrastinate, check in with instructor when questions come up, review material regularly, use the points ‘make-up’ options like test corrections, and find a way to have fun while learning.
Grades:  Grades for all work are based on a point scale.  The weight of each of these categories in a student’s grade and the grading scale used are as follows:






90% - 100%

A





80% - 89%

B





70% - 79%

C





55% - 69%

D





less than 55%

F

AP Biology will be one of the more challenging courses students take in high school, but it will also be one of the most rewarding.  Several of my ex-students in the UCs still use the resources in the class website. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, feel free to contact me at school or send me an email.  I strongly encourage students to stop by and talk to me/email me if they are having questions if AP Biology is right for them.
Savitha Sastry                                    Tutorial: 7:50 – 8:25 am ; ‘A’ Day – Rm 46;  ‘B’ Day – Rm 45

Homework, Projects, Article Reviews – 25%


Labs, Activities – 35%


Tests, Exams – 40%











