[image: image1.wmf]Summer Reading For AP Biology:

#1) The Geneticist Who Played Hoops With My DNA…

And Other Masterminds from the Frontiers of Biotechnology

By David Ewing Duncan

Publisher: William Morrow (May 10, 2005)

ISBN-13: 978-0060537388

About $25/- New

Summary extract:

"Experiments are under way to create new forms of life," writes journalist Duncan, "[y]et we hardly know the scientists and others sweeping us into the new world." So this collection of biographical studies (expanding on an article in Wired magazine) aims to introduce seven of the men and women on the frontiers of biotech research. To make these "very human, and therefore flawed" scientists more representative, Duncan (Calendar) frames each portrait with the life of a mythic figure; James Watson (co-discoverer of DNA's double helix) as Zeus, for example, or Craig Venter (who founded a company to compete with the Human Genome Project on sequencing the genome) as Faustus. 

Critical Review Sample From Publishers Weekly

While the idea is intriguing, its execution is uneven—some profiles sparkle and some fall flat. (In your review – you would say why it falls flat) The one constant is Duncan himself, whose willingness to inject himself into the story in unorthodox ways offers some of the book's highlights (submitting his own DNA for genetic testing, for example, to the geneticist with whom he played the game of basketball referred to in the title – this is the type of evidence you want to use from the book when you make a claim that Duncan is in this case- ‘unorthodox’). Although his frequently voiced ambivalence about the morality of biotechnology sometimes seems cursory and contrived (again you would say why and give evidence from the book), this book as a whole offers a decent historical overview of the contemporary biotech landscape that will appeal to readers unfamiliar with its contours.

OVERALL no statement is made without substantiating with evidence!
For more help on writing reviews – go to the class website: leigh school website links up to it (go to left panel and choose – Information – academics – departments – science – ap biology website).  Choose ARTICLE REVIEWS from right menu panel in class website.

Your task:  Compile all of these sections below in ONE WORD DOCUMENT 

General Instructions:

a) For all sections, use - 12 point Times New Roman – Line spacing = single spaced (NOT DOUBLE or 1.5 spacing)

b) Use 1 inch margins on all sides.

c) Write suitable section headings in BOLD. 

Using the general instructions above, complete the following sections – use headings for each section and start different sections on fresh page:

1) Write a summary of  the contribution of each of the scientists (with subheadings) discussed in this book.  This should be 7 pages long (1 page per scientist)– remember single spaced and 1 inch margins!  All pages refer to single sides.

2) Write a critical review of the book as you see in the extract on this document (side 1) – recount your own reflections based on the book, other readings or experiences you have had. State evidences from the book or other sources when you make a judgment or claim about the author/book.  A good review is hard to write – take time –this should be 2 pages in length.  There are instructions on the Article Review page for how to write a review that you may find useful also.

3) Choose any two scientists interviewed in this book and investigate them further for their recent (2007 to now) contributions to the field of Biotechnology on the internet.  Write a one page summary (for each one) of your findings.

Print and bring to class on first day.  I will not accept assignments that show any level of plagiarism.  You will need to save your electronic copy and submit into a tunitin.com folder when I provide you the details when school opens.  Without this submission, you will receive 50% credit.
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#2) Read the book – ‘Your Inner Fish’ – by Neil Shubin

From the Publisher:

Why do we look the way we do? What does the human hand have

 in common with the wing of a fly? Are breasts, sweat glands, and 

scales connected in some way? To better understand the inner workings

 of our bodies and to trace the origins of many of today's most common

 diseases, we have to turn to unexpected sources: worms, flies, and even fish.

Neil Shubin, a leading paleontologist and professor of anatomy who discovered Tiktaalik—the "missing link" that made headlines around the world in April 2006—tells the story of evolution by tracing the organs of the human body back millions of years, long before the first creatures walked the earth. By examining fossils and DNA, Shubin shows us that our hands actually resemble fish fins, our head is organized like that of a long-extinct jawless fish, and major parts of our genome look and function like those of worms and bacteria.

Shubin makes us see ourselves and our world in a completely new light. Your Inner Fish is science writing at its finest—enlightening, accessible, and told with irresistible enthusiasm.
Write a 1 page summary and 2 page critical review of this book.  You need to print this out and bring to class as well.  Be prepared to submit electronic copy – so save the document!  

Have a great summer!

Savitha Sastry

Do not email me about this summer work – follow instructions and figure it out! . Do it the AP way.  There is plenty of help on the class website.  

savisas@gmail.com
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