AP Biology
Ms.Sastry
1

Bioethics Debate Project for AP Biology

Yeah! We are done with the AP Bio test. Now we move on to the project phase. There are several controversial topics in the realm of Biology that sparks up serious debate.  These include the following: (ONLY 1 team/ TOPIC – first come first served!)

1) Reproductive cloning and Embryonic Stem cells 

2) Sanctity of life and life molecules - Gene patenting (who has ownership on genes?) and creation of artificial life forms

3) Drug testing on humans – third world and other areas

4) Gene therapy for human enhancement such as muscle doping

5) Genetically modified foods – GM crops

6) Use of animals for biological research

7) Any others? Do you have a topic you want to debate?

You will be in a team of 4 students – two FOR the proposition and two AGAINST the proposition.  Find your group BEFORE you select the topics and know you’re your position is.  Playing the devil’s advocate may be a role that you may be forced to take up – it may sway you or validate your beliefs – so don’t get attached to a position.  

My team members and their contact information:

My topic is:

You will prepare a PERSUASIVE BROCHURE that will be photocopied by you for the class (20 copies) that includes the following information:

a) Introduce your topic – give the Science behind it

b) State clearly in bullets why your position should be supported

c) State clearly in bullets what your opponents view points are expected to be and how you will counter them

d) Have pictures/symbols that allow you to win over an audience

Debate day: Read this NOW!

Both sides introduce the topic (only the Science behind it) – decide how you want to this – one combined power point works fine – bring a flash drive – my mac is fussy!  Be sure your powerpoint is the OLD 1997 version – check if I can open it a day ahead or NO POINTS for this section!!  OH YEAH, everyone needs to speak EQUALLY for team points! 

a) FOR side presents an uninterrupted 2 min timed persuasive speech

b) AGAINST side presents an uninterrupted 2 min timed persuasive speech

c) 1 min discussion time

d) FOR side presents an uninterrupted 2 min timed counter-argument speech to what the opposition presented (have this ready ahead of time somewhat based on what you EXPECT your opponents to say, or 2 min will go by and you will have nothing to say)

e) AGAINST side presents an uninterrupted 2 min timed counter-argument to what the opposition presented (have this ready ahead of time somewhat based on what you EXPECT your opponents to say, or 2 min will go by and you will have nothing to say)

f) Debating teams Q and A– open forum where two debating teams ask questions to each other

g) Class Q and A – Class asks questions to the two debating teams. Class votes.

Debates will begin in 1&1/2 weeks!  Start doing your research.  No other HW assigned.

This is what I will use to give you points – and I am very particular about your knowing the material inside out.

	Team
	Intro + Visual aid

10 + 10 pts
	Persuasive speech

At least 5 clear reasons, compelling, not read from a paper, 

20 pts
	Persuasive brochure:

Completes all requirements listed:

16 pt 
	2 minute counter argument; At least 5 arguments, compelling, not read

20 pts
	Open debate

20 pts
	Total

100

4pts for vote

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


