AP Biology Portfolio Assessment: take time – please use this to reflect on your progress and figure out areas of growth and weaknesses.

(Type answers or hand write)

Name:

Review the sections in your portfolio and give an honest answer (does not have to long, just honest() – 

NOTES: great set of notes goes a long way in getting you prepared for a test.

1) Take a look at your notes section.   Choose one really stellar chapter notes and one that was uh, not so great.  Which ones did you pick?  On an average, do your notes look like the better one or the ‘not so good’ one?  

2) What made you a good note taker on the day you produced that stellar notes? And what happened do you think on the not so good day?  

3) Do you make a practice to complete notes from power points/other students when you find gaps?  If not, what do you do to learn the material?

4) How do you use your notes to study? 

5) Do you see yourself become better at the note taking so you have information in the manner that helps you?  Is so, how?  If not, why do you think the process not worked for you?  And importantly would you be able to change anything in second semester to help you?

OBJECTIVES:

1) If you have worked on objectives – answer ques. 1 and 2 – what resources did you use to answer the questions in the objectives package?

2) Was it useful to work on the objectives – how so? Or why not?

3) How did you use the objectives for the tests?  If you did not use it, what did you end up using to study?

ARTICLE REVIEWS:

1) Choose one review that you think has your best written work.  Why did you choose this review as your best sample?  

2) What are two difficulties you experience when you write a critical review?

3) Have you demonstrated growth in your ability to review books/articles from the summer assignment to the last article review you did?  How so? 

4) What is the value of reading articles/books to you (outside of your textbook)?

TEXTBOOK ACTIVITIES FROM WEBSITE:

1) How was this useful to you in your learning?  

2) Did you use this resource well or ahem! did we just beat the system? 

3) Will you use this resource in the second semester – why/why not?

LAB ASSIGNMENTS:

1) Select one prelab assignment that you really did your best.  How do prelabs assist you in your learning?  

2) Why are prelabs easy/difficult for you – which aspects make it so?

3) Looking over the semester at prelabs – assess how you have grown in being to compose prelabs and design experiments.  Be specific – which parts have you shown growth in and how?

4) Writing hypothesis statements and identifying variables/control – how is your assessment of your abilities at this task at the beginning and end of semester 1?

5) Lab graphs (look through these in your lab book) – Are you able to use and manipulate Excel tables and charts with ease?  How have you grown at this skill?

6) Discussion – can you critically analyze data and write a discussion section based on the analysis and research?  How have you grown in this area?

7) Internet research – are you able to use the internet to quickly get to what you need, understand the research, and complete the assignments in a timely manner – or are often lost in the amazing world wide web?  How has this course helped you/not helped at this task?

OVERALL ASSESSMENT: Be specific!


My strengths as an AP Bio student who has successfully completed Semester I are:

My weaknesses as an AP Bio student who has successfully completed Semester I are:

I plan on focusing on these areas of growth during Semester 2:

How will you use this portfolio?

