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Animal Behavior – AP Lab 11
Lab report instructions 

Please do not answer these questions one after another as though the report was a series of answers.  Integrate and weave these answers into YOUR introduction based on YOUR research on this topic.  Points will be taken off if  you document answers one after the other – if you don’t know how to do this – please see the samples posted in the ‘labs’ page of the website.

Guideline questions for introduction section: (apart from your own background research) – remember your prelab has a lot of the answers!  Base your Introduction on internet research – read up and rephrase in your own words.

1) What Phylum and Class do pill bugs belong to?  What are some typical feature of organisms that belong these phyla/class – try to relate characteristics that may impact this lab?

2) Where would you expect to find pill bugs?  

3) What are orienting behaviors?

4) Why are they important?  

5) Identify and describe the different orienting behaviors (include kinesis/taxis) that pills bugs demonstrate in nature.

6) Why do the pill bugs exhibit such orienting behavior – relate it to specific body structures/functions.

( that is same as - what are the proximate and ultimate causes of orienting behaviors in pill bugs? )

7) What is a resource gradient?

8) What type of resource gradient will you providing for pill bugs to choose from in your experiment? How do you expect the pill bugs to behave in your resource gradient and why?

9) How does your resource gradient – or ingredient/s in your resource gradient relate to an environmental factor in the pill bugs natural environment; why would orienting behavior demonstrated in your shoebox be of any value to the pill bug in its natural environment?

10) Describe briefly what you will do in this lab – give the principles of the design –how you set it up to reduce experimental errors.

11) Do this as a separate subsection.  How many AP themes does this lab connect to – state them (see home page in website if you don’t know the themes).

Provide a reference for ALL material that is not your original thought – see lab report format sheet for how to reference Biology citations.  

Answer ALL guideline questons ‘IN CONTEXT’ and not listed one below the other.










